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We have on hand a few copies of 
Russian-American Relations, a col- 
lection of documents which passed 
between the U. S. and Russian gov- 
ernments from March, 1917, to 
March, 1920, published by the F. P. 
A. in 1920, at $3.50 a volume. Now 
available at $1.00, postage 5c extra. 
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HE appointment of Stanley Baldwin as 
British Premier to succeed Bonar Law, 
who resigned this week on account of ill- 
ness, is interesting if merely as an indica- 
tion of the growing influence of the Labor 
Party in Great Britain. It cannot be said 
that there was a wealth of good material 
from which to choose a Prime Minister, and 
Lord Curzon was, in the opinion of many 
people, the logical successor to Bonar Law. 
But Lord Curzon as a Peer sits in the 
House of Lords, where Labor has practi- 
cally no spokesman, with the exception of 
Lord Haldane. The Labor Party promptly 
protested against the appointment, threat- 
ening to use every opportunity to break up 
the party in the event of his selection. 
With Labor as the official party of the op- 
position, these are turbulent days in the 
British Parliament, and whether or not 
their protest was decisive, Mr. Baldwin’s 
appointment was undoubtedly a wise step. 
Lord Robert Cecil has been prominently 
mentioned as Curzon’s successor in case of 
his resignation, and Sir Robert Horne as 
Chancellor of Exchequer, the post which 
he held in the Lloyd George Cabinet. 


The appointment of Mr. Baldwin is wel- 
comed in Paris, where he is considered less 
antogonistic to the present policy of France 
than Lord Curzon has shown himself to be. 





HE BRITISH government on May 10 

forwarded to the Soviet government a 
note emphatically protesting against cer- 
tain alleged violations of the Anglo-Russian 
trade agreement. The note, signed by 
Lord Curzon, was couched in the perenip- 
tory terms of an ultimatum, referred to the 
“pernicious activities” of the Soviet repre- 
sentatives in the Far East and of the “‘sc- 
called Third Internationale,” and demand- 
ed assurance on three specific points: 


(1) Withdrawal of the offensive communi- 
cations the Soviet government had sent to 
Great Britain in response to the protest 
against the religious persecutions. 

(2) Compensation for various offenses inflicted 
against British subjects and ships. 

(3) Cessation of anti-British propaganda by 
Soviet emissaries in the Far East. 

After detailing alleged violations of the 
trade agreement, the note specifically 
states that the British government will not 
embark upon a controversy with the Soviet 
government concerning the accuracy of its 
charges, which it asserts rests on “unim- 
peachable authority.” A British gunboat 
has been sent to Murmansk, and the Mos- 
cow government given ten days in which 
to comply unconditionally with the specific 
demands, with the alternative of a cancella- 
tion of the trade agreement and the with- 
drawal of British official representatives in 
Russia. 


In the meantime, the Soviet government 
has replied in a note which, as. the Daily 
Chronicle says, “gives evidence of a definite 
conciliatory spirit’? and of which the Daily 
News remarks that “it is not offensive in 
tone or substance and speaks the language 
of peace.” And the ten day limit has ex- 
pired without a rupture of relations. 


The government’s note has been sharp- 
ly challenged in Parliament by the mem- 
bers of the Labor Party, one of whom 
pointed out that there are now several 
British merchant vessels under arrest in 
the United States which were captured 
outside the three-mile limit, but that no 
ultimatum has yet been sent across the 
Atlantic. 


Leonid Krassin, the Soviet representa- 
tive, reached London on May 14 for a con- 
ference with Lord Curzon. There are indi- 
cations that the British government will 
adopt a more conciliatory tone in its reply, 
which has not yet been formulated. 
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‘+ New York Times of May 14 prints 
the following communication from the 
governing body of the Russian Orthodox 
Church to the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
in reference to the Soviet action against 
certain ecclesiastics: 

“The Supreme Church Council of the Russian 
Orthodox Church has read that part of the Brit- 
ish note addressed to the Soviet Government on 
May 8 this year dealing with Russian Church 
affairs and perceives therein a threat directed 
against the children of our fatherland. There- 
fore the council considers it a Christian duty, 
in the name of the love and teachings of our Lord 
and Master, Jesus Christ, to give you enlighten- 
ment as to the actual state of affairs. The note 
of your Government is in essence veiled patron- 
age of the manifest enemies of our country and 
an attempt against the peaceful life of our peo- 
ple. 

“In concluding its labors the Sacred Assembly 
of the Russian Orthodox Church of the year 1923 
recognized the contemporary position of the 
Church in the Soviet Republics as fully satisfac- 
tory and differing advantageously from its servile 
position in the period of autocracy of the czars. 
Wherefore, the reference of your Government to 
Church affairs is entirely without foundation. 

“The Supreme Church Council considers it nec- 
essary to bring to the knowledge of your Emi- 
nence the fact that religious life in Russia at 
present enjoys such freedom as never before un- 
der former Governments of our fatherland. 

“It should be already known to your Eminence 
that the Sacred ia expressed decisive con- 
demnation of ex-Patriarch Tikhon and with him 
of the counter-revolution beyond Russia’s bor- 
ders. With regard to the condemnation by the 
secular authorities of ecclesiastics for contraven- 
tion of the existing laws of the Soviet Republics 
we state that the moral responsibility for their 
fate is wholly theirs and that of the secret in- 
stigators of their criminal deeds. We are con- 
vinced that if the aforesaid persons committed 
their criminal deeds in English territory England 
would also have inflicted heavy punshment upon 
them. 

“The Russian Church, true to the teaching of 
the Gospel, always enjoins on its members broth- 
erly love and peace toward all peoples. But in 
the case of an attempt on the honor and dignity 
of our country it has given and will give its 
blessing to those who stand as the country’s de- 
fense and sacrifice themselves for its salvation 
and freedom.” 


The communication is signed by the Presi- 
dent, Antonin, Metropolitan of Moscow; the Vice- 
president and Arch-Presbyter of the Russian 
Church; Kransnitsky, Archbishop; Vedensky, 
Metropolitan Bishop of All Siberia; Peter, Arch- 
bishop; Yevdokim, Metropolitan Bishop of Odes- 
sa; five minor Churchmen and the Lay Adminis- 
trator Novikoff. 





HE new Mexican oil law, adopted last 

month, has been attacked by the Asso- 
ciation of Producers of Petroleum in Mex- 
ico as confiscatory, and several agents of 
the oil companies have arrived in Mexico 
City. Their attempts to interest the 
American commission in their individual 
claims will, however, be unsuccessful, ac- 
cording to a special cable to the New York 
limes, which goes on to say that “the 
Mexicans are now convinced that the U. S. 
is working for unselfish ends,” that Presi- 
dent Harding is “more concerned in restor- 
ing friendly relations which will benefit 
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thousands of manufacturers and investors 
who have never heard of oil in Mexico,” 
than in satisfying individual] claims, and 
that “the question will be worked out ina 
large way without permitting selfish inter. 
ests to cloud it.” 

The bombing of the Consulate housing 
the American delegates which occurred 
last week has been dismissed in most quar- 
ters as an attempt of certain political fac. 
tions to discredit President Obregon and 
the negotiations now in process. 


F. P. A. Line Still Busy!! 


HIS sentence, in a recent letter, moves 
us to open protest, as it is apparently 
an idea shared by many members: 
“Please send literature, etc., to 
. . . but of course, he understands there 
is nothing going on until the fall.” 


Cherish the thought! The luncheons are 
an important phase of our local New York 
activities. But they are only one phase as 
a glance at our calendar would show. Gov- 
ernments, wicked or otherwise, unfortu- 
nately do not suspend their activities with 
the change to warmer weather and Day- 
light Saving Time, and the job of setting 
the world in order still holds us in its re- 
lentless grip. This current week, for ex- 
ample, we are arranging 

(1) A conference between the prominent ad- 
vocates of the outlawry of war and those of the 
Permanent Court of International Justice, to 
clarify their respective viewpoints and see where- 
in lie their differences. . 

(2) Two debates on the Permanent Court and 
the League of Nations, to be broadcast by radio. 

(3) A dinner and luncheon conference for 
Senor Augustin Edwards, president of the League 
of Nationals Assembly, Chilean Ambassador to 
London, and President of the recent Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference, who arrives the end of this 
month. 

Moreover, the work with our sub-com- 
mittees absorbs much time and thought 
and is quite as important as the luncheon 
meetings, if less spectacular. 


The Association has developed with such 
strides this past year that we are planning 
to move into larger offices on October 1, to 
take care of the necessarily enlarged staff 
and to provide space for added volunteers. 

We hope the fiction that there’s “nothing 
going on till fall,” will not become wide- 
spread! There’s a great deal going on and 
will be all summer, if the last four sum- 
mers serve as trustworthy precedents. 
And we hope further that members will put 
in some of the time they won’t have to 
spend on meetings in the next four months, 
in “talking up” the F. P. A. and sending 
in nominations for membership. Several 
hundred new members before October | 
would help greatly towards the added ex- 
pense of the larger quarters and the pro- 
gram of extending our influence through 
local committees in the Middle West and 
on the Pacific Coast. 


the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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